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is a levity which is altogether evil; bat to treat
miracles and the common anthropomorphic ideas
of God as what one may lose and yet keep one's
hope, courage, and joy, as what are not really mat-
ters of life and death in the keeping or losing of
them, this is desirable and necessary, if one holds,
as I do, that the common anthropomorphic ideas of
God and the reliance on miracles must and will
inevitably pass away. This I say not to pain you,
but to make my position clear to you. "When I see
the conviction of the ablest and most serious men
round me that a great change must come, a great
plunge must be taken, I think it well, I must say,
instead of simply dilating., as both the religious and
the anti-religious world are fond of doing, on the
plunge's utterness, trernendousness, and awfulness,
to show mankind that it need not be in terror and
despair, that everything essential to its progress
stands firm and unchanged.
However, the two concluding parts of my
"K,eview of Objections" will be in general conserv-
ative, and directed against negative criticism of
the Bible, both German and of home production,
although, of course, I do not mean to say that the
subject will be treated from the point of view of
the ordinary defenders of the Bible against inno-
vators.
We have had much dining out this last week,
and it is a comfort to think that this week we shall
be quiet. Dr. Hooker has asked me to dine with
him at the annual dinner of the Royal Society on